
  

FY2009 Citizen Water Monitoring Program 

What is the Citizen Water Monitoring Program?

� It is a program that teaches lake residents how to monitor and 
 collect water quality data.  

� It is a program that brings Tribal and Non-tribal residents together 
with the common purpose of protecting shared waters.

� It is a program that teaches lake residents the importance of 
water quality and how to protect their water resources.



  

FY2009 Citizen Monitoring 
Program Goals

The goals of the Citizen Monitoring Program include:

� Developing a better relationship with local citizens (tribal and non-
tribal)

� Work cohesively with state and federal government on local water 
management issues

� Development a core, dynamic group of citizens, professionals

� Garner regional project participation and collaboration

� Maintain focus on local water resources of interest while expanding the 
network to regional streams, wetlands, aquifers and alternative 
chemical and biological monitoring components

� Meetings, training, data presentation, project creation and reporting



  

How does the Citizen Water Monitoring Program work?

Water Monitoring training is provided to interested participants.
The training provides the following:

� Education on the importance of water monitoring

� Instruction on the use of the Secchi Disk for water clarity sampling

� Guidance on collecting data

� Secchi Disk gear for participants



  

Location of 
Monitoring 
Efforts in 
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Beaulieu and
Koonz Lakes

Big Lake



  

Summary of FY2009 Citizen Monitoring 
Program Initiatives

� In 2009, we trained citizens at Big Lake, Beaulieau and 
Koonz Lakes to use the Secchi disk for water quality
monitoring.

� We sent out lake surveys sent 
to 230 lake property 
owners: Beaulieu, Koonz, Moon, 
Mission, Malone, Big, Mud,

 Island, Upper and Lower Red Lakes



  

Results of FY2009 Citizen Monitoring Program

� Beaulieu and Koonz Lakes were monitored by
two participants

� Results indicate that Koonz Lake is clearer
than Beaulieu Lake

� Participants at Big Lake did not get much 
opportunity to do the monitoring consistently

� The end-of-season gathering of participants
indicated an interest in further lake enhancement
with programs such as shoreline restoration

� 2009 participants are interested in participating
again in 2010





  

Beaulieau and Koonz Lakes

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Excellent good Fair Poor Not sure

Current water quality in Beaulieu and Koonz Lakes?

Series1

Big Lake

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Excellent good Fair Poor Not sure

Current water quality in Big Lake?

Series1



  

Malone Lake
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Results of Lake Survey continued

� Most respondents would be motivated to change how
they manage their land if it provided better habitat for
fish and wildlife, increased the natural beauty of their
property, or increased their property value

� Most respondents feel that regulations for septic systems
and wells, limits on the amount of impervious surface, 
protecting wetlands, restrictions on feeding wildlife,, and 
regulations on cutting shoreline vegetation could be 
done to protect habitat and water quality.

� Beaulieau and Koonz Lake respondents 
feel that the electric motor only ordinance 
protects habitat and water quality.





  

So What's Next?

� As a result of the survey ten (10) more lake property
owners are interested in participating in the
Citizen Monitoring program in 2010.

� Survey results also shown that one-third of the 
respondents would be interested in changing their
shoreline to include native vegetation.

So, for FY2010 Fox-Wolf is working toward acquiring
grant money for a pilot program...natural
shoreline landscaping at a participating lake lot.



  

So What's Next? (continued)

� Survey results also show that respondents enjoy
watching wildlife and may be interested in 
participating in Loon Watch.

� With the addition of ten (10) new interested participants, along
with the interest of various local lake associations in FWWA
projects, we would like to kick-off the 2010 Citizen Monitoring 
Program with a fun and educational lake party to include all past 
participants and those that are new to the program.


