
Reconnecting Your Watershed 

U S

Matt Diebel 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 



Fish need to move to survive. 

ÅMigration 

ÅRefuge or recovery from disturbance 

ÅGenetic exchange 

Road crossings impede fish movement. 
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How to Reconnect Your Watershed 

1. Define the watershed 

2. Identify target species or community 

3. Classify habitat types and quality 

4. Map and assess potential barriers 

5. Estimate cost of removing barriers 

6. Run prioritization model 

7. Combine results with other priorities 

8. Monitor progress toward restoring connectivity 

 

http://conserveonline.org/workspaces/streamconnect 
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Define the Watershed 

ÅComplete watershed 

ÅBreak point at outlet 

ÅNatural barrier 

ÅñPermanentò dam 

ÅConfluence with large lake 

or river 


