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Erosion and Storm Water 
Challenges on Wind Farms 



Hey, Lets Build a Wind Farm! 

ÅWind Farm sites are selected for wind, proximity to 
the transmission line grid, wide open spaces, and 
welcoming landowners.  

ÅProposed Turbine locations are micro-sighted based 
on wind studies and setbacks. 

ÅOnce turbine locations are set, the next trick is to 
figure out how to access the sites with roads, cables, 
and cranes and keep everyone happy. 

 

 



Road, Cable, and Crane Path 



Stake-Holders  
Project Developers  

Project Owner 

Construction Management 

Engineering/Permitting 

Contractors 

Land Owners      

Regulatory Agencies 

General Public 

Everyone benefits from keeping soil in place and 
controlling storm water. 

 



Erosion and storm water challenges begin in the 
planning stages, last through construction, and 

continue into operations. 
 



No matter how well you plan, 
things can still go wrong. 



Poor planning will become apparent and costly. 



Who is regulating these projects? 

ÅUnited State Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

ÅWisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(WDNR) 

ÅThe Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) 

ÅLocal Land and Water Conservation 
Department and/or Planning and Zoning 
Office 

 



What is regulated? 

ÅWetlands and Waterways 

ÅErosion Control and Storm Water 
Management 

ÅInvasive Species and Disease Control 

ÅThreatened and Endangered Species and 
Archeological Sites 

ÅHazardous Material Spills 



Wetlands and Waterways  



Erosion Control  
and Storm Water Management 



Invasive Species  
and Disease Control 

ÅThe purpose of the regulation of invasive species and 
disease is simply to avoid damage to the plants and 
animals present within the project site and to protect 
agricultural lands. 
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Invasive Species  
and Disease Control όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ 
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Threatened and Endangered 
Species and Archeological Sites 



Hazardous Material Spills 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÅRe-fuel and maintain equipment away from wetlands 

and waterways. 



General House Keeping 

ÅNo littering ς This includes project-related material 
such as clipped wire ends and packaging material. 

ÅShow landowners  

respect, as we are guests  

here, but do not agree  

to perform tasks or  

favors for them  

outside of your  

scope of work. 

 



Goals 

ÅTo leave the work area 
in good shape 
environmentally 

ÅKeep the landowners 
happy 

ÅNo citations or stop 
work orders 


