


What will be talking about?

Fox -Wisconsin 
Heritage Parkway 

Â Background

Â National Heritage Areas

Â Current Work

Â Project Goals & 
Outcomes

Â How you can be 
involved

Â Discussion



Background



Who are we?

Friends of 

the Fox

www.friendsofthefox.org



ECWRPC

East Central 
Wisconsin 
Regional 
Planning 

Commission

www.eastcentralrpc.org



Who is else is working on the 
FWHP?

Â Friends of the Lower 
Wisconsin

Â Lower WI State Riverway 
Board

Â Brown County Planning

Â Bay-Lake RPC

Â South West Wisconsin RPC

Â Wisconsin Department of 
Tourism

Â Brown County Planning 
Department



Where is the Fox -Wisconsin 
Heritage Parkway?



What is the history of this 
project?

Â 1982 - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
announces intention to abandon the Lower Fox 
River Navigational System

Â 1990 - Heritage Corridor becomes one of 
four pilot projects in Wisconsin selected to 
participate in a national heritage tourism 
initiative to showcase the rich heritage of the 
Midwest



What is the history of this 
project?

Â 1997 - the East Central Wisconsin 
Regional Planning Commission created the 
Fox River Heritage State Parkway 
Concept Plan .  This plan dealt with the 
opening of the locks and describing the 
idea of a Heritage Parkway and what 
would need to be done to create it

Â 2009 - National Heritage Area
designation for the Upper and Lower Fox 
River and the Lower Wisconsin Riveris 
sought.   

Â 2009 ïFox River Heritage State 
Parkway Concept Plan Update is 
started 



What will the FWHP look like?

Typical 
components

Â Land-Based:  River access, 
Bicycle & pedestrian routes 
and trails

Â Water-Based Trails:  
Pleasure-boating, Fishing, 
Canoe, Kayaks

Â Interpretive & Visitor 
centers

Â Heritage Attractions 
(historic sites, museums)

Â Consistent signage/identity 

Â Self-Guided attraction tours 
(nature/culture based)



National Heritage 
Areas



National Heritage Area Basics

www.nps.gov/history/heritageareas /



National Heritage Area Basics

Â National Heritage Areas (NHA) expand on traditional 
approaches to resource stewardship by supporting 
large-scale, community centered initiatives that 
connect local citizens to the preservation and 
planning process

Â The National Park Service (NPS) provides technical, 
planning and limited financial assistance to National 
Heritage Areas. The NPS is a partner and advisor, 
leaving decision -making authority in the hands 
of local people and organizations

Â A National Heritage Area is not a unit of the National 
Park Service, nor is any land owned or managed 
by the NPS . National Park Service involvement is 
always advisory in nature



How will it be managed?
Â Non-profit 501(c)(3) structure 

Â Fundraising requirements are a major 
component

Â The non-profit board will oversee the entire 
length of the Parkway on signage, website 
development and maintenance, marketing, 
community relations, fundraising, grant -seeking, 
stewardship, staff management, project 
guidance, and grant-making

Â Each management area will have a board that 
will make day to day decisions, operate local area

Â The board will also coordinate with local groups 
who will work on specific historic interpretation 
and preservation, trail development, 
environmental/resource preservation and 
education, as well as local project fundraising and 
friendraising



Proposed

Board of Directors Structure

Lower Fox River

ÅRPC staff     

member 

ÅUniversity 

liaison 

ÅArea ñFriendsò 

member

ÅDept. of Tourism 

Field Rep 

Upper Fox River

ÅRPC staff     

member 

ÅUniversity 

liaison 

ÅArea ñFriendsò 

member

ÅDept. of Tourism 

Field Rep 

Lower WI River

ÅRPC staff     

member 

ÅUniversity 

liaison 

ÅArea ñFriendsò 

member

ÅDept. of Tourism 

Field Rep 

Representing 

Whole Parkway

ÅTrail advocacy 

member 

ÅAmerican Indian 

interest 

ÅWI Historical 

Society member

How will it be managed?



Current Work



What are we doing now?

ÂUpdating the Fox 
River Heritage 
State Parkway 
Concept Plan
that was produced 
by ECWRPC in 
1997



What are we doing now?

ÂForming the Non-
Profit Management 
Board



What are we doing now?

ÂCreating marketing 
and fundraising 
materials



Project Goals



Project Goals?

Â Increase Quality of Life for 
current and future residents

Â Long Term commitment to 
enhance and promote 
regional heritage and the 
rich history of the area

Â FWHP act as a conduit to 
connect history/culture, 
natural resources, recreation 
& tourism from Green Bay to 
Prairie Du Chien

Â Economic Development



Project Outcomes



FWHP Projects

Recreation
Â Increase trail 

connections 
throughout the 
FWHP

Â Provide 
opportunities for 
local residents to 
get outside and 
explore their 
community



FWHP Projects

Recreation Project Example

Canoe and Kayak Portage System in Appleton

Â Designed by UW Platteville students

Â Put in and take out at four lock sites

Â Coordinated with Boldt Construction 
Company

Â Signage provided by Fox Cities Greenways



How the Plan Update can work in 
your community

Recreation 
Project 
Example



FWHP Projects

Quality of Life
Â Focuses on current and future 

residents

Â Provides employers with an edge in 
recruiting 

Â Increases activities for family and 
personal time

Â Provides opportunities for people to 
be active and outside



FWHP Projects

Annual Park to 
Park Paddle



FWHP Projects

Project that increases Quality of Life
Annual Park to Park Paddle
Â Takes place during personal time (Saturday 

morning)
Â Hosted by Northeast Wisconsin Paddlers/ACA, 

Friends of the Fox, Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance
Â Consists of 8.5 mile paddle beginning and ending at 

city parks and includes passage through a lock
Â 350 participants from Wisconsin and beyond
Â Large coordination effort with law enforcement and 

rescue services


